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4a. ABTA Trial Competition General Organisation, Entry Process, Rules and Regulations

INTRODUCTION

This is the official section of rules, regulations and procedures pertaining to the ABTA Trials for Infernationall
Competition for the sport of Baton Twirling. These rules, regulations and procedures herein are based on
those of the INTERNATIONAL BATON TWIRLING FEDERATION (IBTF), and are adapted for ABTA athletes wishing
to compete for the honor of representing Australia at the IBTF World Freestyle Baton Twirling Championships
(WFC), IBTF World Technical Baton Twirling Championships (WTC) or IBTF Nations Cup (NC).

These rule adaptations have been established by the ABTA Technical Team and sanctioned by the ABTA.
Should further clarification be necessary, please contact the ABTA Technical Advisor for interpretation of any
rule, regulation, or procedure contained herein.

GENERAL INFORMATION

The ABTA Trials are held prior to the National Championships to select athletes for Australian representation.
These frials are opted into and run in accordance with the policies of both the ABTA and IBTF.

The Nations Cup and World Technical Baton Twirling Championships are held on odd-numbered years and
the World Freestyle Baton Twirling Championships on the even-numbered years - with the ABTA Trials for each
competition held the year prior.

Within the twirling calendar, there are other international competitions that athletes may enter, however as
these are open, non-representative competitions, there is no trial process. The ABTA will coordinate all entries
info any IBTF International Competition.

1.0 ORGANISATIONAL PROCESS FOR ABTA TRIALS

1. The ABTA Trials for international competition will be held prior to the Twirling Australia National
Championships.
- Entry process for athletes is coordinated by the ABTA Technical Advisor and ABTA Secretary.
- The ABTA and ABTA Technical team will licise with the Host State for Trial start times.

2. The Host State for the National Championships will organise the venue for Trials.
- The ABTA will cover venue costs.
- An itemised account detailing all Trial-related expenses should be submitted to the ABTA
Treasurer for payment.

3.  The ABTA will supply Master Sheets and Scoresheets, coordinated by the ABTA Judges Chair.
4. The ABTA Technical team is responsible for program scheduling.

- Judges Chair will coordinate the judges assignments

- Technical Advisor will coordinate the Trial order of appearance
5. Allcompeting athletes may receive feedback on the frial when they are nofified of results.
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2.0 ENTRY PROCESS

2.1 MEMBERSHIP

All athletes (including team members) must be members of the organisation whose representative is a
member of the INTERNATIONAL BATON TWIRLING FEDERATION. In Australia, this organisation is the Australian
Baton Twirling Association Inc. MEMBERSHIP MUST BE CURRENT BY THE DEADLINE DATE of THE TRIAL AND
EXTENSIONS WILL NOT BE GRANTED.

2.2 ELIGIBILITY

To frial for Australian representation all athletes must have successfully completed the ABTA TAS and
Standard Solo programs to be eligible to trial. Athletes are recognised as having passed and completed
ABTA TAS levels and ABTA Standard Solo levels by reference to the records on the ABTA database, meaning
they completed their levels by recognised judging, paid the fees in full and have been provided the
certificates and badges.

It is the responsibility of athletes/coaches/club officials to ensure all TAS and Standard Solo records are up to
date on the ABTA database prior to entering info trials.

2.3 APPLICATION PROCESS

Trials for IBTF International competition shall be open to all athletes who meet the membership and eligibility
criteria in Section 4, 2.1 & 2.2. Competitors are advised to read the IBTF Rules and Regulations to understand
event requirements.

Coordinated by the ABTA Technical Advisor, the application process is as follows:
1. An initial expression of interest is emailed to all members via State Representatives.
2. An email is sent to all interested parties and State Secretaries that should include the following:
ABTA Trial details, Official Trial Entry Form, Section 4 of the ABTA P&P’s, A copy of the most recent IBTF
Rulebook and Information on the international competition provided by the host country.
3. Entries must be returned via email to the ABTA Technical Advisor and ABTA Secretary by the date
indicated on the Official Trial Entry form.
4. Athletes will receive an email from the ABTA Technical Advisor to acknowledge their entry that will
also include additional information should they be successful; and, if applicable, the ABTA Tour
Package.
5. Athletes/Club Representatives will receive an Invoice from the ABTA Treasurer which will include
entry fees per routine (to be determined yearly by the ABTA) as well as a deposit of $200.00 to be
paid by one week before the tfrial date. Only upon receiving payment will entry be confirmed.
(Deposit is returned to non-selected athletes only).
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3.0 TRIAL PROCESS & REGULATIONS

3.1 ORDER OF EVENTS
The ABTA Technical Advisor shall determine the actual Order of Events for the ABTA Trials.
1. Arandom draw will be organised by the ABTA Technical Advisor.
2. A "Set System” (or Program) shall be developed by the ABTA Technical Advisor in which the
competitors shall perform.

3.2 MUSIC SUBMISSIONS & TIMINGS

1. The Trial will utilise the official music as published on the IBTF website for all standardised music
events.

2. Any ‘free choice music’ will need to be submitted by the deadline as stipulated by the Host
State Competition Coordinator.

3. Any ‘free choice music’ must abide by the timing rules as set out in the IBTF rulebook.

4, Timing, and judging, will begin with the first sound or note (whichever comes first) and ends with
the last sound or note (whichever comes last).

5. If music needs to be re-submitted the latest date will be 2 weeks prior to the trial.

3.3 COSTUMING, HAIR & ACCESSORIES

1. There should be no restrictions on costume choice for any of the disciplines, bearing in mind this
is a sport. The costumes should be respectable, and the safety of the performing athlete and
other competitors must be taken into consideration when choosing costuming fo perform in.

2. All athletes must wear footwear that meets facility regulations.

3. Athlefic bandages are allowed.

4. Hair must be secured. Any hair accessory may be used, but must not cover any part of the
face below the eyebrows.

5. Athletes are not permitted to have any of the following:
o Body or face paint; No glitter; No adornment
o Anything stuck to the face or body
o Anything drawn/stenciled on the face or body.

3.4 BATON & GRIP TAPE
Use of Grip Tape and Batons must conform to the requirements as stated in the IBTF Official Rulebooks.

3.5 BEGINNING, ENDING POSE AND/OR SALUTE
For all events, the athlete(s) must perform a salute or presenting pose in accordance with the IBTF Discipline
descriptions as stated in the IBTF Official Rulebooks.
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4.0 TRIAL PROCEDURES IN EVENT OF FAILURE

4.1 MUSIC FAILURE
A failure of the music after performance has started will constitute a restart at the discretion of the ABTA
Judges Chair and/or ABTA Technical Advisor.

4.2 UNIFORM FAILURE

The ABTA Technical Advisor or the ABTA Judges' Chair may stop the competition for one of the following
reasons:

e |f costume failure becomes hazardous, indecent or embarrassing

e If a shoelace comes untied causing footwork to be dangerous

e Loss of footwear causing danger to the athlete slipping and falling

e Loss of ball or tip from the baton shaft

e Baton breaking

4.3 OBSTRUCTION, INJURY OR UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES

If an athlete or pair is hindered in his/her performance by injury, an outside obstruction or unusual
circumstance, they may have an opportunity to re-compete at the discretion of the ABTA Judges Chair
and/or ABTA Technical Advisor.

5.0 SELECTION PROCESS

1. The ABTA Judges Chair shall allocate judges.

2. When possible, the ABTA Judges Chair should remain as an observer to all athletes competing.
The ABTA Trials will also be observed by the ABTA Technical Advisor where possible.

3. All Judges who are part of the ABTA Trials will meet with the ABTA Judges Chair and ABTA
Technical Advisor to finalise athlete selection. A comprehension review will take place and alll
comments including feedback to athletes and coaches will be documented.

6.0 COACHES

It is the responsibility of all coaches and athletes to be knowledgeable in the current rules and procedures of
the IBTF World Freestyle disciplines for ABTA Trials. We recommend that primary coaches of athletes
participating in the Trials event be current Technical members of ABTA.

It is the policy of the ABTA that no person shall serve as both “coach” and “athlete” in the year in which they,
or their athletes, are competing. He/she must designate his/her role and will only be credentialed as either
“"coach” or “athlete” for the IBTF international competition.
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4b. ABTA Trials for IBTF World Freestyle Baton Twirling Championships

GENERAL INFORMATION

The IBTF World Freestyle Baton Twirling Championships are held every other year on even numbered years, as
such the frials for the Freestyle Solo and Freestyle Pair events are held prior to the Twirling Australia National
Championships the year before.

The IBTF updates the championship rulebooks regularly and the ABTA Trial will run in accordance with these
rules as published by the International Baton Twirling Federation at the time of the trial.

7.0 DISCIPLINES & AGE DIVISIONS

7.1 DISCIPLINES
The IBTF World Freestyle Baton Twirling Championships currently contests the following disciplines:

Freestyle Solo Junior Women, Junior Men, Senior Women, Senior Men
Rhythmic Twirl Junior Women, Junior Men, Senior Women, Senior Men
Freestyle Pair Junior Pair, Senior Pair

Freestyle Team Trial information for this event can be found in Section 4d.

The ABTA Trial process will align with these disciplines.

7.2 AGE DIVISIONS

Age is taken as years of age during the year of the WORLD Freestyle Championship, from January 1 through
December 31, and NOT age during the year of the frial

Junior = athletes who will be 12 years of age to 17

Senior = athletes who will be 18 years of age or older

A Junior Pair may only consist of 2x Junior athletes.
A Senior Pair may consist of 2x Senior athletes OR 1x Senior and 1x Junior athletes.

8.0 ALLOTMENT

8.1 NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES

The IBTF allows each member country to enter into the World Freestyle Championships:
For both Freestyle Solo and Rhythmic Twirl;

e 3x Junior Women e 3x Senior Women

e 3x Junior Men e 3x Senior Men

Freestyle Pairs;

e Junior-2 e Senijor—2
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8.2 ALTERNATES/RESERVES

Alternates are considered members of the ABTA World Squad. All alternates must fravel and be
accommodated with the ABTA Delegation and are bound by the same rules, regulations, procedures,
restrictions, benefits and obligations as the rest of the ABTA World Team. Please refer to the IBTF Rulebooks for
alternate/reserve allocations.

9.0 MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DISCIPLINES

In the interest of athlete health, safety and wellbeing, it is a rule of the ABTA that athletes can only represent
Australia in two disciplines at the same IBTF World Freestyle Baton Twirling Championships (freestyle/team)
(freestyle/pairs) (pairs/team).

Athletes/coaches should be aware of this ruling and be prepared to make decisions pre and post trialling.

In the event athlete/s successfully trial for all 3 disciplines and cannot decide, the ABTA Technical Advisor and
Judges Chair will make the final decision.

4c. ABTA Trials for IBTF World Technical Baton Twirling Championships and Nations Cup

GENERAL INFORMATION

The IBTF World Technical Baton Twirling Championships and Nations Cup are held every other year on odd
numbered years, as such the trials for this event are held prior to the Twirling Australia Nationall
Championships the year before.

PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT FOR NATIONS CUP ATHLETES

It is the responsibility of the coach and athlete to enter the appropriate Nations Cup level based on the
athlete’s true proficiency of skills and experience. The IBTF expects that each country will respect and honour
these levels in order to uphold the integrity of International competition and promote an honest competitive
environment.,

The Technical feam will review all Nations Cup entries and will have the authority and right to change the
level of the athlete’s entry if deemed inaccurate. This will allow the ABTA to reinforce the IBTF's philosophy of
an equitable competition.

By reviewing the content restrictions that are in place, athletes should enter the appropriate level based on
their proficiency and competitive achievement. Athletes that compete at higher levels throughout the year
SHOULD NOT have routines "watered-down” in order to meet the content restriction requirement to compete
at alower level.

The IBTF updates the championship rulebooks regularly and the ABTA Trial will run in accordance with these
rules as published by the International Baton Twirling Federation at the time of the frial.
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10.0 DISCIPLINES & LEVELS OFFERED

The disciplines offered at the IBTF Nations Cup and World Technical Baton Twirling Championship, and

therefore the ABTA Trial, shall be as follows:

Event NATIONS CUP WORLD TECHNICAL
Discipline Level B Level A Elite
X-STRUT X X
SOLO X X
TWO BATON X X
THREE BATON X X
ARTISTIC TWIRL X X
ARTISTIC PAIRS X X
DUETS X X
DANCETWIRL TEAM X X
TWIRL TEAM X X
ARTISTIC TEAM X X
ARTISTIC GROUP X

11.0 AGE DIVISIONS

Where age divisions apply, an athlete’s age shall be determined as the age as at December 31st of the

competition year. The minimum age of all competitors is 12 yrs. Ages apply to the World Technical Baton

Twirling Championship and Nations Cup. (The WTC does not use Youth or Adult, these ages combine with Junior and Senior respectively).

IBTF NATIONS CUP 2025

Event Age Category
WOMENS SOLO, 2 BATON, 12-14 YRS YOUTH
3 BATON, ARTISTIC TWIRL & 15-17 YRS JUNIOR
X-STRUT 18-21 YRS SENIOR
22 YRS+ ADULT
MENS SOLO, 2 BATON,
3 BATON, ARTISTIC TWIRL & 1,:]251;;;5 g:mgg
X-STRUT
COMBINED AGE
DUET 24-35 YRS JUNIOR
36 YRS+ SENIOR
Must enter the age division that
corresponds with the age of the
ARTISTIC PAIR oldest athlete g:mgg
12-17 YRS or 18 YRS+
TWIRL TEAM, DANCETWIRL
TEAM, ARTISTIC TEAM, 12 YRS minimum/no maximum One Age Division
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12.0 ALLOTMENT OF INDIVIDUALS & TEAMS

12.1 NUMBER OF COMPETITORS ALLOWED PER COUNTRY

NATIONS CUP LEVEL B DISCIPLINES

DISCIPLINE FEMALE | MALE | EITHER ALTERNATES (reserves)
WOMEN'’S SOLO, 2 BATON,
ARTISTIC TWIRL
YOUTH 4 1 athlete
JUNIOR 4 1 athlete
SENIOR 4 1 athlete
ADULT 4 1 athlete
MEN’S SOLO, 2 BATON,
ARTISTIC TWIRL
JUNIOR 4 1 athlete
SENIOR 4 1 athlete
DUET & ARTISTIC PAIR Choice of:
JUNIOR 4 1 complete pair or 1 athlete
SENIOR 4 1 complete pair or 1 athlete
TWIRL TEAM, DANCETWIRL TEAM, See
ARTISTIC TEAM below A | 2 athletes
(ONE DIVISION) Level
NATIONS CUP LEVEL A DISCIPLINES
DISCIPLINE FEMALE MALE | EITHER | ALTERNATES
WOMEN'S SOLO, 2-BATON, 3-BATON,
ARTISTIC TWIRL, X-STRUT
YOUTH 4 1 athlete
JUNIOR 4 1 athlete
SENIOR 4 1 athlete
ADULT 4 1 athlete
MEN’S SOLO, 2-BATON, 3-BATON,
ARTISTIC TWIRL, X-STRUT
JUNIOR 4 1 athlete
SENIOR 4 1 athlete
DUET & ARTISTIC PAIR Choice of:
JUNIOR 4 1 complete pair or 1 athlete
SENIOR 4 1 complete pair or 1 athlete
TWIRL TEAM, DANCETWIRL TEAM, See
ARTISTIC TEAM Below | 2 athletes
(ONE DIVISION)
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP DISCIPLINES
DISCIPLINE FEMALE MALE | EITHER | ALTERNATES
WOMEN'S SOLO, 2-BATON, 3-BATON,
ARTISTIC TWIRL, X-STRUT
JUNIOR 4 1 athlete
SENIOR 4 1 athlete
MEN'S SOLO, 2-BATON, 3-BATON,
ARTISTIC TWIRL, X-STRUT
JUNIOR 4 1 athlete
SENIOR 4 1 athlete
DUET & ARTISTIC PAIR Choice of:
JUNICR 4 1 complete pair or 1 athlete
SENIOR 4 1 complete pair or 1 athlete
TWIRLING TEAM, DANCETWIRL *
TEAM, ARTISTIC TEAM, TWIRLING of each | 2 athletes
CORPS, ARTISTIC GROUP (ONE see
DIVISON) below
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12.2 ALTERNATES/RESERVES

1. Inthe event the ABTA Trial has more successful athletes than the allotted number per country,
alternates/reserves will be selected and notfified - e.g. 1st reserve, 2nd reserve and so on.

2. Alternates (reserves) are considered as part of Australia's contingent.

3. At IBTF Duet and Artistic Pairs may replace one complete pair or one athlete of the pair/ per
age group. The choice is optional for each federation and as such, the ABTA Judges Chair and
ABTA Technical Advisor will give priority to any reserve pairs before an alternate member can
step in.

12.3 SIZES FOR TEAMS AND ARTISTIC GROUP

Teams = 6 to 8 members

Group = minimum of 10 and no upper limit
Alternates: maximum 2 for Teams and Artistic Groups.

12.4 TEAM DISCIPLINES

Combined teams and groups can be formed at the discretion of the ABTA Technical Advisor and ABTA
Judges' Chair. Teams wanting to form, after the Trial process, must submit an applicatfion to the ABTA
Technical Advisor and ABTA Judges’ Chair prior to the 30th of November. If the application is successful, this
combined team or group will be viewed by the ABTA Technical Advisor and/or ABTA Judges Chair.

Each country may bring up to:

2 Twirl Teams (in each level B and level A)

2 Artistic tfeams (in each level B and level A) OR 2 DanceTwirl Teams (in each level B and level A)
OR

1 Artistic Team and 1 DanceTwirl team (in each level B and Level A)

And only 1 of each team discipline of the WTC.

13.0 MUSIC TIMING & ROUTINE REQUIREMENTS

13.1 MUSIC & TIMING

As stated in Section 4a 3.2, all music for the tfrial must be that as required by the IBTF for the WTC & NC.
However, specific to the WTC & NC, there is no minimum time limit therefore athletes may complete their
routines prior to the completion of the music. Judges will not assess or give credit to material presented after
the music ends. Judging shall discontfinue at the conclusion of the music.

Coaches and athletes are expected to check the latest IBTF rulings on music fiming etc.

13.2 CONTENT RESTRICTIONS

The IBTF has established Content Restrictions to differentiate the B and A Level divisions, and also specific
disciplines. These Content Restrictions must be abided by at the ABTA Nations Cup Trial and can be found in
the official [BTE Rul k: MPETITION RULES FOR NATION P & WORLD TECHNICAL BATON TWIRLIN
CHAMPIONSHIP(p.g. 13-25)

JULY - 2024


https://www.ibtf-batontwirling.org/uploads/1/3/2/8/132829754/2025_ibtf_world_technical_baton_twirling_championship_and_nations_cup_rulebook_updated_april_18_2024_v7__a4_format_.pdf
https://www.ibtf-batontwirling.org/uploads/1/3/2/8/132829754/2025_ibtf_world_technical_baton_twirling_championship_and_nations_cup_rulebook_updated_april_18_2024_v7__a4_format_.pdf

Policies & Procedures - Section 4

4.13

14.0 ADDITIONAL RULES

14.1 ADDITIONAL RULES

1.

An athlete may NOT be a member of more than one

a. Artistic Pair;

b. Team (specific); or

c. Group

d. and may not compete against themselves

An athlete could be in a Level A Team and a Group. However, an athlete shall not be
permitted to be a member of two different Teams, Groups or Artistic Pairs (e.g. athlete could
not be in a Level B Team and a Level A Team).

4d. ABTA Trial for the World Freestyle Team

GENERAL INFORMATION

The selection process for the World Freestyle Team will take place through a separate trial procedure. The
ABTA Trials for the World Freestyle Team will be an audition process. The national team consisting of athletes
from around Australia will then have approximately 18-20 months to work together in preparation for the

international competition.

15.0 ORGANISATIONAL PROCESS

1.
2.

Venue and location to be determined and paid by the ABTA.

This will take place in January of the alternate year of the IBTF World Freestyle Championships

(odd calendar year) or at a date set by the ABTA Committee at the AGM.

There is no entry fee for interested athletes.

The World Team Coach, ABTA Technical Advisor and/or ABTA Judges Chair should be present
for the duration of the trial.

The role description of the World Team Coach can be found in Section 3 of the ABTA Policies

and Procedures.

16.0 ENTRY PROCESS

Entry is coordinated by the ABTA Technical Advisor and ABTA Secretary.
1. An initial expression of interest is emailed to all members via State Representatives.
2. An email is sent to all interested parties and State Secretaries that should include the following:
ABTA World Freestyle Team Trial details, Official Trial Entry Form, Section 4 of the ABTA P&P’s, A copy of
the most recent IBTF Rulebook and Information on the international competition provided by the host

country.
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3. Entries must be returned via email to the ABTA Technical Advisor and ABTA Secretary by the date
indicated on the Official Trial Entry form.

4. Athletes will receive an email from the ABTA Technical Advisor to acknowledge their entry along
with requirements for the audition date.

5. The ABTA Technical Advisor will send all entries to the ABTA World Team Coach.

17.0 AUDITION & SELECTION PROCESS

For the audition, athletes will participate in a three hour tfraining session. At the end of this session, each
athlete will perform a series of required movements: these movements are then assessed for quality of
technique, precision and accuracy. All modes of twirling will be assessed, as well as feam exchange work,
body/dance work and multiple baton skills.

Assessments will be compiled and each athlete will receive a ranking. The top ranking athletes will form the
World Freestyle Team. (Please note: Numbers may vary depending on the quality of athletes frialing and
required direction of the team.)

Athletes should not assume that by participating in the ABTA World Freestyle Team Trial, their representative
selection is automatic. It will be determined by ABTA Technical Advisor, ABTA World Team Coach and/or
International Coaching Representative. Once selected, athletes may be required to undertake further
viewing of their progress by ABTA Technical Adviser and/or ABTA Judges Chair.

18.0 AGE & TEAM MEMBER REQUIREMENTS

18.1 MINIMUM AGE
Any athlete wishing to trial for the World Freestyle Team must be a minimum of 12 years of age during
the year of the IBTF World Freestyle Baton Twirling Championships (from January 1 through December 31).

18.2 NUMBER OF MEMBERS

The IBTF currently allows each member country fo enter:

2 teams of 6 to 8 members (and up to 2 alternates).

The team members cannoft fall below the minimum number of six (6).

19.0 OBLIGATIONS

All successful World Freestyle Team members must respect the direction of the World Team Coach, ensure
they aftend all scheduled training sessions and contribute positively to the team process.

In the event the team members are from various states, costs for athlete travel will be distributed among all
the team members and added to any other costs including, but not limited to, training fees, costuming etc.
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4e. ABTA Post Trial Process, Expectations and Requirements

INTRODUCTION

This is the official section of rules, regulations and procedures pertaining fo selected Australian Representative
athletes, following the ABTA Trials for International Competition for the sport of Baton Twirling. These rules,
regulations and procedures herein are based on those of the INTERNATIONAL BATON TWIRLING FEDERATION
(IBTF), and are adapted for ABTA athletes that will represent Australia at the World Freestyle Baton Twirling
Championships (WFC), World Technical Baton Twirling Championships (WTC) or Nations Cup (NC).

These rule adaptations have been established by the ABTA Technical Team and sanctioned by the ABTA.
Should further clarification be necessary, please contact the ABTA Technical Advisor for interpretation of any
rule, regulation, or procedure contained herein.

20.0 POST TRIAL PROCESS

20.1 ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULTS

1. Following the ABTA Trials, the ABTA President, ABTA Technical Advisor & Trial Judges will licise
prior to announcing Australian Representatives.

2. Trial results will be sent to athletes/coaches via email within seven (7) days of the completion
of the competition/audition by the ABTA.

3. Once all trialists have been nofified, the ABTA will announce the selected athletes via
communication to State Representatives. The athletes make up the ‘ABTA World Squad’.

4. Any disputes must be lodged via email to the ABTA Judges Chair within fourteen days of the
completion of the competition.

20.2 ACCEPTANCE OF REPRESENTATIVE OFFER
Following selection, successful athletes will be sent the ABTA Athlete’s Contract, to be signed and returned
via email by December 1st. The $200 deposit will be deducted from the first invoice of the Tour Package.

1. If aselected athlete wishes to withdraw following the announcement of results, they must do so
in writing fo the ABTA by Novemober 1st in order to be refunded their deposit. Any athlete
withdrawing after this date will not be entitled to a refund.

2. If aselected member withdraws from the squad and a position becomes available members
may apply to the ABTA Judges Chair for this position by December 1st.

3. Any disputes must be lodged via email to the ABTA Judges Chair within fourteen days of the
completion of the competition.

4. Please note that athletes under the age of 18 must travel with a parent or nominated
guardian. If travelling with a guardian, written consent must be submitted with the Athlete
Contract to ABTA President for approval.
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21.0 OBLIGATIONS REGARDING REPRESENTATION AT IBTF INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS

All athletes who qualify as an ABTA World Squad member representing Australia, must adhere to all
obligations established by the ABTA, the ABTA Technical Team and/or the IBTF, including travel and
accommodation as the ABTA Delegation. Certain financial obligations of the athletes regarding
participation at the international competition will be established by the ABTA.

21.1 DOCUMENTATION/ FORMS
1. All requests for completed documentation, photos and forms must be submitted by the due date as
stipulated in the contracts in order to adhere to IBTF Rules and Regulations. These include:
i. A copy of valid Passport - “All athletes must hold a valid passport in their own name from Country
they represent as proof of their citizenship and age.”
ii. A Certificate of Health - signed by a doctor verifying that the athlete is in sufficiently good health to
participate in the international competition.
iii Signed Athletes Contract
iv. IBTF required forms:
e Information form/s
e Standards of Ethics and Consent Form
e Waiver of Liability Form and
e Media Release Form
v. ID Badge Photo
2. In the event an ABTA World Squad member misses the deadline for documentation, an IBTF per day
penalty will be assessed, to be paid by the offending member.

21.2 ABTA TOUR PACKAGE & ACCOMMODATION
1. All ABTA World Squad members, Official coaches, and Responsible Persons are obligated to purchase
the ABTA Tour Package when offered. This package may vary from year to year depending on the size
of the group traveling. The Tour Package may include costs for the following:

e Airfare e Transportation

e Accommodation e Athlete’s Party (if applicable)
e Official Tracksuit & Training Uniform e Supporters Clothing

e Training Costs e.g. Hall Hire e Competition Entry Fees

e Program

2. Organisation of accommodation at the international competitions for all squad members is the
responsibility of the ABTA.
e All athletes under the age of 18 are required fo share a room with a parent or guardian.
e Judges and other ABTA Officials can not room-share with athletes.
e Coaches cannot room share with athletes unless the athlete is their own child.
e Representatives Athletes can not share a room with anyone who is not a representative
member of the squad e.qg. friends, partners or spouses.
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21.3 ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

The Athlete Contract and official acceptance letters will stipulate the arrival date of ABTA Squad members to
the international competition. Athletes must be present at the Opening Ceremony of the international
competition. No representative athlete should leave the competition before Awards Presentation of their
competitive disciplines. Athletes are not allowed to drape any flags on any part of their body during these
ceremonies.

21.4 TRACKSUITS & TRAINING UNIFORMS

World Sguad members are obligated to purchase and wear the Australian Tracksuits and fraining uniforms at
designated times throughout the international competition tour. This clothing is arranged by ABTA and are
only available for athletes and official badge holders.

21.5 MOBILE PHONES & SOCIAL MEDIA WHILST ON TOUR

Mobile phones and their use will be responsibly managed by the Squad Chaperone and/or Primary
Coaches. Athletes must adhere to the ABTA Social Media Policy at all times. Please read through the ABTA
Athletes Contract to fully understand these obligations.

22.0 OBLIGATIONS REGARDING ABTA INTERNATIONAL COACHING LESSONS

1. The services of an international coach/es will be engaged each year by the ABTA to assist with the
technical development and choreography of routines for Australian athletes.

2. The coach will be determined at the ABTA AGM in consultation with the ABTA Technical Advisor. The
technical needs of the athletes attending the international competition will be the primary concern
when selecting the infernational coach/es.

3. International coaching lessons will usually be held in January or at a time designated by the ABTA and
in consultation with stakeholders.

4. All athletes selected as part of the ABTA World Squad will be required to take lessons from the ABTA
designated International Coach/es.

5. The ABTA will contribute $1,500 each year towards the airfare of the international coach/es. Any
athletes using the services of the international coach/es will pay an airfare levy not exceeding $125.00.
The remaining portion of their airfare from the $1,500 contributed by the ABTA will be evenly divided
amongst those athletes using the international coach/es.

Hourly coaching fees will apply.

Athletes from the ABTA World Squad will receive first preference in regards to times and hours. If there
are available hours this will be offered and allocated by the ABTA Executive to the wider twirling
community.
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23.0 BADGE ALLOTMENT INFORMATION FOR COACHES

1. The IBTF allocates a specific number of Official ID Badges per country. In the event the number of
coaches exceed the allotment, an additional fee will be required.

2. Distribution and/or purchase of badges will be at the discretion of the ABTA Executive Committee.
Coaches with Official Coaches Badges are allowed to march with the athletes in the Opening and

Closing ceremonies at the international competitions, as long as they are wearing an ‘Official

Australian Tracksuit’ jacket.

24.0 ABTA WORLD SQUAD MANAGER AND/OR CHAPERONE/S

The ABTA may appoint a Manager and/or Chaperone/s to assist in the coordination of the Australian World
Squad whilst on tour. They will be responsible for:

The care and wellbeing of all athletes regarding personal needs and appearances.
Ensuring all athletes are presentable at all times including competition and/or sightseeing.
Liaising with the ABTA Technical Advisor and Primary Coaches on guidelines for athletes pre
and post training.

Knowing the whereabouts of Squad members when there is no official/ pre-organised event
occurring and/or when ABTA President, ABTA Technical Advisor are attending IBTF Meetings.
Delegating simple tasks required for the safety and wellbeing of the World Squad members.
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